PREPARATIONS FOR CHINA            185

the Plassey should sail from Madras he should be left
destitute and without a single friend in the world. Upon
our first arrival he hired a small house in the Black Town,
where he lived entirely by himself, until Gowdie and Rogers,
seeing how unhappy the poor creature was, kindly received
and fed him, whereupon he recovered his health and spirits,
but as the time approached when he must be deprived of
their society, he again flagged, and fell into despondence,
which led him to put an end to his life with a razor.

During my stay at Madras a young gentleman came out
from England very strongly recommended to Mr. Dawson,
in consequence of which he resided in his house. His name
Hall Plumer ; (brother to Sir Thomas Plumer, the present
Solicitor General, since appointed Vice Chancellor of
England) he was a writer upon the Madras establishment,
and we became sworn friends. I shall say more of him
hereafter.

On the 6th of July, Mr. Chisholme brought a remarkably
fine looking young man about eighteen years of age, whom
he introduced by the name of McClintock, saying he would
be a fellow passenger of mine to China, where he was going
for the recovery of his health. He had only been three years
in India, unfortunately getting a serious illness upwards
of a year before I saw him. It had reduced him to so low
a state and brought on so many alarming symptoms that
the medical gentlemen advised his trying the effect of
change of air and passing some months at Canton, where the
winter was sharp and cold. Chisholme, who knew his
connexions, was much interested about him, and had asked
Captain Waddell to give him a passage, a request that was
granted in the handsomest manner, and half the Round house
allotted to his use. " Now," said Chisholme, " as you two
are much alike in disposition I think it would be a pleasant
thing to both to be together, each of your apartments being
sufficiently spacious to accommodate two, so if you approve
of my suggestion, do you, Hickey, go up to the Round
house, or let McClintock come down to your half of the
great cabin. I should conceive the latter the best," I